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TEST QUESTIONS
SECTION I
INTRODUCTION: COURTS AND CASE PROCESSING

Multiple Choice

1. Why do we study courts? (c)


a. Courts make decisions that touch the lives of citizens


b. Courts in this country are dynamic


c. Both a and b


d. None of the above

2. A ______ is an institution that the government sets up to settle disputes through a legal process. (b)


a. Trial


b. Court


c. Prison


d. Senate

3. Which of the following do courts not hear or settle? (d)


a. Criminal matters


b. Civil matters


c. Appeals


d. None of the above

4. The term ______________ is defined as a means to hear and settle a case by a judicial procedure. (a)


a. Adjudication


b. Jurisdiction


c. Court


d. Habeas Corpus

5. The term ______________ refers to the persons over whom a court has the power and the subject matter over which a court can make a legally binding decision. (b)


a. Adjudication


b. Jurisdiction


c. Court


d. Habeas Corpus

6. ____________ refers to the courts’ entitlement to hear and decide disputes arising within specified boundaries. (b)


a. Geographical adjudication


b. Geographical jurisdiction


c. Original adjudication


d. Original jurisdiction

7. _______________ refers to the types of cases that the court is entitled to hear. (c)


a. Geographical jurisdiction


b. Original jurisdiction


c. Subject matter jurisdiction


d. Court jurisdiction

8. ________________ refers to the court’s power to try a case and issue a ruling. (b)


a. Geographical jurisdiction


b. Original jurisdiction


c. Subject matter jurisdiction


d. Court jurisdiction

9. ___________________ refers to the court’s authority to review decisions made by a lower court. (b)


a. Geographical jurisdiction


b. Appellate jurisdiction


c. Subject matter jurisdiction


d. Court jurisdiction

10. The _____________ created a federal judicial system composed of the Supreme Court; 3 circuit courts; and 13 district courts. (a)


a. Judiciary Act of 1789


b. Judiciary Act of 1801


c. Judges Bill 


d. Article III of the U.S. Constitution

11. The ___________________ added permanent circuit court judges and expanded the jurisdiction of federal courts. This act was repealed one year later. (b)


a. Judiciary Act of 1789


b. Judiciary Act of 1801


c. Judges Bill 


d. Article III of the U.S. Constitution

12. The __________________ gave the district courts original jurisdiction to try cases involving federal questions, with the right of one appeal to circuit courts. (c) 


a. Judiciary Act of 1789


b. Judiciary Act of 1801


c. Judges Bill 


d. Article III of the U.S. Constitution

13. Federal courts only hear cases in which ____________ is a party. (d)


a. Famous criminals


b. Racial minorities


c. Indigent defendants


d. The United States

14. The ___________ are the trial courts of the federal judicial system. (b)


a. U.S. Court of Appeals


b. U.S. District Courts


c. State Courts


d. All of the above

15. Which of the following is not a level of state trial courts? (a)


a. Courts of original jurisdiction


b. Trial courts of limited jurisdiction


c. Courts of general jurisdiction


d. Appellate courts

16. ____________ means that the court can decide which cases it wants to hear. (b)


a. Mandatory jurisdiction


b. Discretionary jurisdiction


c. Both a and b


d. None of the above

17. The primary responsibility of ________________ is to bring criminal charges against individuals who are accused of a crime and to represent the government’s interest in court. (c) 

a. The judge


b. The juror


c. The prosecutor


d. The defense attorney

18. ___________ represents their clients at various stages of the criminal process, as well as participates in plea bargaining, and acts as their clients advocates. (d)


a. The judge


b. The juror


c. The prosecutor


d. The defense attorney

19. __________ issues search warrants, decides bail, and decides whether pretrial motions shall be granted or not. (a)


a. The judge


b. The juror


c. The prosecutor


d. The defense attorney

20. __________ decides whether those charged with crimes are guilty. (b)


a. The judge


b. The juror


c. The prosecutor


d. The defense attorney

21. The __________ serves to advise the suspect why he or she is being detained and to explain the suspect’s rights. (b)


a. Booking


b. Initial appearance


c. Pretrial motion


d. Bail hearing

22. __________ occurs when the prosecutor offers to reduce the severity of the number of counts in exchange for a guilty plea. (a)


a. Charge bargaining


b. Sentence bargaining


c. Guilty bargaining


d. Discretionary bargaining

23. ________________ occurs when the prosecutor agrees to recommend leniency on the punishment. (b)


a. Charge bargaining


b. Sentence bargaining


c. Guilty bargaining


d. Discretionary bargaining

24. _______ permits prisoners a means of challenging the constitutionality of their confinement. (d)


a. Adjudication


b. Jurisdiction


c. Court


d. Habeas Corpus

25. ______ is the process by which both parties to the criminal case learn of the evidence the opposing side will use. (c)


a. Adjudication


b. Suppression


c. Discovery


d. Escalpulation

True and False

1. True or False? Courts in the United States have remained static and unchanging. (F)

2. True or False? In the United States, we have a dual court system that includes 50 separate state court systems. (T)

3. True or False? If a criminal case involves a violation of a federal law, it will be tried in a state court. (F)

4. True or False? The Supreme Court hears all cases that it is asked to review each year. (F)

5. True or False? Most criminal and civil cases are heard in state courts, not federal courts. (T)

6. True or False? Prosecutors are representatives of the judicial branch of government. (F)

7. True or False? Judges make important decisions only during the trial stage of the criminal process. (F)

8. True or False? Federal judges are appointed by the president of the United States (T)

9. True or False? Jurors may decide what the sentence should be if the defendant is convicted. (T)

10. True or False? Court processes differ from one place to the next, from one offense to the next, and from one government to the next. (T)

11. True or False? Neither criminal cases nor offenders are treated equally. (T)

12. True or False? There is not predictability to the criminal court process. (F)

13. True or False? Because there are so many misdemeanors, it is in the interest of the criminal justice system to dispose of these cases quickly and efficiently. (T)

14. True or False? Discretionary appeals are granted to the defendant by law. (F)

15. True or False? The basic structure and jurisdiction of the federal court system has not changed much since 1925. (T)
Short Answer

1. What types of cases may federal courts hear? 
2. List and explain the four levels of the state courts.

3. Explain the discretionary power of prosecutors. 
4. Explain the difference between the public defender system, the assigned counsel system, and the contract model. 

5. Explain the different ways that state court judges are selected. 

Essay

1. Discuss the history and evolution of the structure and jurisdiction of the U.S. Federal Courts. 

2. Explain the wedding cake metaphor developed by Lawrence Friedman and Robert Percival.

3. Describe the proceedings that occur before a trial is underway. 
